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- Human Rights Watch

- American-Arab Anti-Dis-

crimination Committee

- Yemeni American Merchants

Association

- African Communities

Together

- CLINIC
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Yemeni American Merchants
Association -YAMA has en-
dorsed the Transform Don't
Trash NYC campaign to make
NYC’s commercial waste in-
dustry safer and better for
community members. We
need to hear from you about
how commercial trash pick up
has impacted your business}
Have you had issues with
private trash haulers missing
pickups or making a mess:
leaving you with tickets from
the city? Have you been disre-
spected by trash haulers or had
problems with trucks driving
dangerously? YAMA made
your voice heard.

On October 30th.2019
#YAMAadvocate joined the
transform don't trash rally in
front City Hall this morning
of October 2019.. We'd like to
thank Council Member Anto-

nio Reynoso « Speaker Corey
Johnson. New York Teamsters
and the rest of the Transform
Don't Trash NYC coalition. for
pushing for commercial waste
zones. The Int-1574 bill that
passed today will reduce pollu-

tion and further environmental
justice initiatives in NY. This is
also great for small businesses
because it would reduce the
number of tickets they receive
and on eliminate price gouges
for private carting.

Gujilall guad i jgdl

TownHall Legal Discussion:
DV Lottery Winner
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Fifth Annual National Muslim Advocacy Day

to Detention Act of 2019
(H.R. 532).

3) We also urged members
of the #116thCongress to co-
sponsor the resolution “Rec-
ognizing American Muslims’
History and Contributions to
Our Nation,” introduced by
Congresswoman Judy Chu
(D-CA).

Our message was and will
always be powerful. We will
always speak up against

This year YAMA participated
in the US Council of Muslim
Organizations (#USCMO)
fifth annual National Muslim
Advocacy Day on #Capitol-
Hill in Washington, D.C. -
#MuslimHillDay

More than 500+ delegates
from over 25 states went for
one mission and one voice,
advocating on behalf of the
American Muslim communi-
ty and the American Public,
across the United States.
Delegates met with more
than 250 elected officials and
congressional staffers to urge
elected officials to take action
and act on issues that are

affecting our communities.
Our Director of Advocacy,
Ayyad Algabyali, along with
members of our Yemeni
American community and
other activists across the US
advocated on multiple issues
that are a priority to our
community’s wellbeing and
coexistence in our country:
1) The #MuslimBan: we
urged elected officials to
cosponsor and support
the National Origin-Based
Antidiscrimination for Non-
immigrants Act (NO BAN
Act), which to be introduced
by U.S. Senator Chris Coons
(D-DE) and Congresswoman

Judy Chu(D-CA) on April
10, 2019. The NO BAN Act
will repeal President Trump’s
inhumane #MuslimBan,
#asylumban, and #refugee-
ban, and put in place vital
protections against future

discriminatory bans. As our
Yemeni American commu-
nity continues to suffer the
devastating and unwar-
ranted consequences, as a
result of Executive Order
13769, signed by President
Trump on January 27, 2017,
our message is LOUD and
CLEAR: #RepealTheMus-
limBan.

2) The second issue we

urged elected officials to act
on is addressing immigration
reform. We asked representa-
tives to support and sponsor:
(A)The Dream and

Promise Act of 2019 (H.R.6)
which will provide a pathway
to citizenship for the 800,000
Dreamers brought to the
United States as children and
a way for Temporary Protect-
ed Status (TPS) and Deferred
Enforced Departure (DED)
holder and their family to
become permanent legal
residents.

(B) ENDING family sepa-
ration at the U.S. Border by
supporting the Alternatives

injustice and inequality! We
will always advocate and
stand up for our community
and the American public. We
URGE all of you to CON-
TACT YOUR representatives
and tell them to cosponsor
the above-mentioned leg-
islations. If you don’t know
who’s your representative,
please visit
http://www.mygovnyc.org/
or
https://www.elections.ny.gov/
district-map/district-map.
html

Together with your voice and
support, we will advocate

for our promised American
democratic values.
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Boycott Campaign Report:

In April 2019. the Boycott New York Post campaign was successfully launched
with a press conference and rally outside of News Corp« the parent company of
the newspaper. And since then« 1:300 bodegas have pledged to boycott and have
refused to sell the New York Post in their store while our coalition has grown to
represent over 20+ local and national organizations. In the summer. we targeted
NewsCorp directly outside their offices in Manhattan on the eve of Juneteenth. a
day that recognizes when the US abolished slavery and commemorates the free-
dom of all people. Later that summer. we targeted Bloomingdale’s with a rally.
picketc and indoor disruption of business as usualc engaging over 4000 people
in the streets of midtown Manhattan. We made sure to put Bloomingdale’s on
notice and let them know that we will not be silent when our communities are

under attack!

In the fall coalition partners
helped lead an organizing
workshop for Yemeni youth in
the Bronx. The training focused
on the US history of community
organizing and developing an
understanding of the basics

of organizing their commu-
nity to defend their rights.

We continued our escalation
against JetBlue. one of the
largest advertisers funding the
New York Post. Our coalition
confronted the corporation’s
complicity in funding racist and
Islamophobic journalism lifting
lettered balloons in the air that
read “SHAME” outside of their
corporate headquarters in Long
Island City. Prior to that in
September. YAMA hosted Rep-
resentative Ilhan Omar (D-MN)
in our offices for a meet and
greet with the Boycott NY Post
coalition and led a discussion
with her that energized and
motivated Coalition members
to continue the important work
of defeating racism and hate
wherever they may see it. This
winter. the coalition geared up
for a Black Friday digital tweet
storm on November 29th to tell
the top 6 advertisers. JetBlue«
Bloomingdales. Barneys NY«
AirBnB. Macy’s and Apple Bank
that advertising in the NY Post
is bad for business on one of
the busiest shopping days of
the year. Since we began our
Boycott in April. we succeeded
in hitting News Corp and the
New York Post tabloid with

an estimated $300.000 loss in
revenue. After the boycott was
announced as indefinite. the

Post increased its price from $1
to $2. We hope you will contin-
ue following our progress as we
gain victories in defunding hate
and ending the toxic relation-
ship between these 6 companies
and the hateful New York Post!
A Timeline of our Actions
this year:

YAMA announced the forma-
tion of the #BoycottNYPost Co-
alition on May 14th at a presser
in front of News Corp where we
also announced the indefinite
boycott of the NY Post. This
came after giving the Post a set
time to meet our demands. We

announced from the very begin-
ning of our boycott movement
in April that we had 4 demands
and if they were not met by May
13 2019« we would boycott and
organize indefinitely.

Our Demands:

We demand a public apology
to Congresswoman Ilhan
Omar. Muslim Americans.
and minorities who have been
persistently victimized by the
New York Post’s propaganda
that spreads nothing but hate
and fear to the streets of New
York City.

We demand more responsible
and nuanced reporting that
takes racism and Islamophobia
into professional consider-
ation and accountability for
sensationalized stories that
undermine national unity and
incite violence and hate against
minority communities for the
sole purpose of circulation and
sales.

We demand the firing of New
York Post’s editor in chief

Stephen Lynch. who has demon-
strated clear viciousness and
intent to spread racism and
hysteria that leads to violence
against our communities. espe-
cially in times when Islamopho-
bia is at its highest levels.

We demand that elected offi-
cials/government officials stop
giving the New York Post any
platforms to spread hate and
racism in this multicultural city
and across the nation at large.
To mark the 2nd month anni-
versary of our boycott coalition
formation. YAMA held a rally
on the eve of Juneteenth to
commemorate the pain and suf-
fering of communities of color.
as well as to commemorate their
resilience and solidarity in the
face of adversity. Juneteenth
marks the historical achieve-
ments of our African American
brothers and sisters to abolish
slavery. We wanted it to be clear
that this day is special to all

of us and reminds us that our
liberation is dependent on the
liberation of our brothers and
sisters.

Early August 2019 our Boycott
coalition joined a rally that
called for President Trump’s
impeachment in front of Trump
International Hotel and Tower
on 59th Street and Columbus
Circle. The Boycott campaign
joined in efforts to bring the
comments President Trump
made about Congresswoman

#BOYCOTT
EST. APRIL 2019

Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib
to attention. YAMA board
members Dr. Debbie and Yousef
Mubarez held signs supporting
the Muslim Congresswomen.
On Tuesday. August 27th we
organized an action in front of
Bloomingdales on 59th Street

& Lexington Ave and invited
concerned members of the
community to join our efforts.
Our demand for the advertisers
was to drop their support in

the New York Post. Our target
wasn't just Bloomingdales. but
they were the first advertiser

we directly tried to engage. Our
goal is to reach the NY Post and
have them notice our campaign.
that was created as a result of
their bias actions. Targeting
advertisers is the result of the
NY Post not acknowledging our
demands. from the beginning of
our campaign. We realized our
efforts were working when the
New York Post had recently in-
creased the price of their paper
from $1 to $2.

Advertisers:

Our campaign came up with

the very important strategy and
crucial step in our campaign to
identify advertisers and organize
around them. We identified
supporters that contribute to the
NY Post by running ads in their
paper. these were stakehold-

ers that we knew if we could
engage. we can use to meet

ISLAMOPHOBIA

#BOYCOTT
NEW, YORKIPOSTs
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our demands. Although we've
targeted the six top NY Post
advertisers. we've identified 15

major advertisers as well. We've
also tried to show supporters
of our cause how much they
contribute to the post in dollars
or ad size.

Bloomingdales - owned by
Macy’s.

JetBlue - Interactive digital ads
/1 estimated worth: $7.6 billion
Apple Bank - estimated worth:
$340 million

Barneys New York - Editorial
sponsorship // estimated worth:
$900 million

Corcoran (James K. Peyton has
a whole page ad) // estimated
worth: $500.000

NYC Wine and Food Festival
(half page) This festival is pre-
sented by Capital One.
Chevrolet - Print Advertiser

Discovery. Inc - Print Adver-
tiser - they will move their HQ
from Maryland to NYC in the
fall. // estimated worth: $6.4
billion
Dell - Print Advertiser
Sandals - Print Advertiser
Premier Ford (whole page loca-
tions in Brooklyn)
Premier Lincoln (whole page
locations in Brooklyn)
Animal League (quarter page
NY)
Advanced Varicose Vein (quar-
ter page 2 locations NY)
Biogen (1/8 of a page NY)
showing these stake-
By holders there would
be a lot to lose by associating
their brands with the racist
and controversial headlines of
the New York Post. we knew
we could reach them. This is a
strategy that is important be-
cause brands are very fearful of

being associated with negative
controversies.

On September 18thc YAMA
and our Boycott The New
York Post Coalition hosted

a 101-training detailing the
history and principles of orga-
nizing for justice. the impact
of organizing on our everyday
livesc and how to organize for
justice in our communities.
YAMA also announced the
winner of the #BoycottNYPost
logo contest. Shirley Aparicioc
an intern who created the logo
that we continued using for
our campaign. The contest
engaged and encouraged the
entire coalition to create logos
and ideas for the campaign and
their reward would be 1.000
dollars. Many
participated but
the best was
Shirley’s which
demonstrated a
figure throwing
out “Islam-
ophobia. Big-
otry and Hate.”
accompanied by
#Boycott and
the New York
Post’s signature
logo. in bold
font in red and
black.

On September
28th« YAMA
JetBlue Shame
on you: Our
second action
directed at the advertisers was
our “JetBlue

Shame on You” rally in front
of the JetBlue headquarters

in Long Island City. Like our
other live actions. we had
prepared chants to engage the
crowd. chants like “JetBlue.
don’t you see? The NY Post’s
bigotry!” Leading organizers
called out to the crowd: “We
will mobilize!”. in which the
crowd would respond “Fighting
back the Post’s racist lies!”. Our
goal was to make the chants

as catchy and as easy to spread
the message as possible. We
also created special hashtags
for those who couldm>t join
the live action. so they could
post their support on twitter
with the tweets. and also for
those who came and wanted to
post on social media as well.

The hashtags
where in the
same themes
of the chants.
catchy and

to the pointc
“#Shameon-
JetBlue” and
our usual go to
hashtag “#Boy-
cottNYPost.”
The shame on
JetBlue one
went well with
our “JetBlue.
shame on youc
you support
their racist
views” which

NY Post, take your

BOYCOTT

#BoycottNYPost
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Boycott effective date:

April 13, 2019
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tion we were

able to host this with MA’s

our very close allies at Street
vendor projectet CODEPINK.
Arab American Association
of NY. TAKE ON HATE. and
New York City Action Lab.

Like
Chants:....
rallies. a tactic we use at ours is
the use of chants and engaging
scripts that help keep our mes-
sage running and the crowd
engaged. We come up with the
rhymes and chants to engage
our crowds and engage anyone
who passes by and hears us.
When people hear or see our
demonstration and ask to join
we give them a copy of the
chant sheet and have them read
and join along with us.

O Halloween after a
n meeting with YA-

new Advocacy Director Sabrinc
YAMA and present coalition
member TAKE ON HATE
wanted to use the theme of the
occasion to echo our message
on social media. Zachariah
Barghouthi our coalition mem-
ber from TAKE ON HATE:
dressed up as Waldo from

the popular “Where’s Waldo”
puzzle. matching our boycott
colors perfectly. We used his
picture with a poster to
#HappyHalloween

You know what is scary?The
#NYPost racism.

Support #YAMAadvocate and
#BoycottNYPost by signing the
petition
http://bit.ly/BoycottNYPostPe-
tition
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November 21stc 2019 letters
and emails:

Exactly one week prior to our
Black Friday digital action. we
sent out physical letters and
emails warning Advertisers
about our Tweetstorm. The
letters were sent to CEO’s
and public relations people.
We warned them about the
action we were taking on
Black Friday. but nobody got
back to us.

Friday November 29th at
10amc

YAMA Kkickstarted a digital
action to target advertisers
who put ads in the NY Post.
Along with our coalition part-
ner from TAKE ON HATE.
we started a Tweetstorm
targeting advertisers. urging
them to drop their support
for the NY Post. The Tweet-
storm was successful. we were
able to engage a small but
impactful audience with
support from users who

had large audiences. One
supporter was radio show
host and comedian Dean
Obeidallah who tweeted in
support and liked our tweets.
This was important and
impactful to our campaign
because he has an audience of
almost 100 thousand people
on Twitter. We got likes for
our tweets from politicians
like Jumanee Williams.
Also support from our 28
coalitions partners: African
Communities Together. Arab
Women’s Voice BAJI. Black
Lives Matter NYC.CAIR NY.
Central Brooklyn Democratic
Socialists of Americac CODE-
PINK. Fight Back Bay Ridge«
Greater New York Labor
Religion Coalition. Jews for
Racial and Economic Justice.
Make the Road NY. MSSI.

EST. APRIL 2019

National Action NetworkNY
Progressive Action Network
NYC Democratic Socialists
of Americac NYC DSAQueer
Detainee Empowerment
Project. Rise and Resist. Street
Vendor Project. Surveillance

Technology Oversight Proj-
ectc T’ruah: the Rabbinic Call
for Human Rightsc TAKE ON
HATE - NY. Teamsters Joint
Council 16¢ Young Progres-

sives of America.
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b Monday:
CY er Because
the momentum and action
was so strong on Black Fri-
day we were encouraged to
continue these efforts on Cy-
ber Monday. Our messaging
and targets did not change:
we were still targeting
advertisers with tweets about
not shopping with them utill
they drop the Post. We used
similar messaging. hashtags
like #CyberMonday2019
#CyberMondayDeals #Buy-
NothingDay: etc.
Friday(December
20th: We wel-
comed our newest coalition
partners Young Progressives
of America this month.
Along with the rest of our
#BoycottNYPost coalition
we demonstrated in front of
Macy’s to urge them to drop
their ads in the New York
Post. From 5-7 we stood
outside in the 25-degree
weather and demonstrated.
We used visuals like post-
ers and engaged with the
crowd using our bullhorn.
Or posters featured head-
lines and graphics that

showed why our campaign
stood in front of Macy’s. We
explained to passerby in our
handouts and in person. that
the NY Post is a biased and
bigoted outlet. and by post-
ing ads in the publication.
Macys is a contributor to its
hate and bigotry. We were
able to engage 100’s of people
who passed by and took our
flyers. This action similar

to those in front of JetBlue
and Bloomingdales is a key
component in the campaign.
By targeting advertisers of
the Post. we are adding to
the pressure we are putting
on the post to recognize our
agenda and demands. The
success from this action is a
great way to end this year.
because it puts us in a great
position to continue at this
pace and better in 2020!
TAKE ON HATE:.

Rise and Resist.

CAIR NY«

Fight Back Bay Ridge.

Arab American Association
of NY.

Black Alliance for Just Immi-
gration (BAJT)

Arab Women’s Voice.

Black Lives Matter - Greater
New York.

African Communities
Together.

Central Brooklyn Democrat-
ic Socialists of America.
Greater New York Labor
Religion Coalition.

Jews for Racial and Econom-
ic Justice«

Make the Road NY.

Muslim Sisters of Staten
Island

National Action Network

NY Progressive Action
Network.

NYC Democratic Socialists of
America.

Queer Detainee Empower-
ment Project.

Street Vendor Project

T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for
Human Rights.

Teamsters Joint Council 16.
Young Progressives of
America.

Women Empowerment Coali-
tion of NYC

CODEPINK

Edwin Santana (Community
organizer)
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The background to this is
well known: on January 27.
2017 President Donald Trump
signed an Executive Order
that banned foreign nationals
from seven predominant-

ly Muslim countries from
visiting the United States

for 90 days. and prohibited
refugees from those countries
for 120 days. It also lowered
the number of refugees who
could enter this country by
over fifty percent. The effects
of this Proclamation would be
dire: for example. refugees
who are here legally and who
wish to reunite with family
members would be prevented
from doing so; their families

Yemeni American Merchants Association
Working for a Brighter Future for Yemeni Americans

would not be able to travel
here without a difficult-to-se-
cure hardship waiver; and
they would be unable to visit
their families in their home
countries for fear that they
would be prevented from
returning to their jobs or their
studies. A corollary to this is
that formerly routine passport
examinations at select oversea

American embassies would
become much more stringent
for citizens seeking visas for
their family members.

Over the next year the ban
was to go through three
reformulations. as multiple
Federal courts issued Tem-
porary Restraining Orders
preventing it from fully taking
effect. Some of the countries

originally named were
removed from subsequent
versions. and some were
added - notably North Korea
and Venezuela. Finally. after
a full year-and-a-half of
lawsuits on behalf of people
affected by the ban. on June
262018 a split Supreme
Court upheld the Trump
administration’s third Muslim

During his remarks at the Galac. YAMA Board President. Mr Abdul
Mubarez. pointed out the difficulty of bringing so many hard-working
Yemeni bodega owners and workers into the streets to protest the Muslim
travel ban: “Our bodegas are open twenty-four hours a day; no one

had ever locked the doors before. No one knew where the keys were!
“INevertheless we came out by the thousands

On February 2. 2019 I attended a gala dinner at the Widdi Hall in Bay Ridge Brooklyn. The Widdi Hall caters to the large and growing Arab
and Muslim communities in Brooklyn. as well as in other boroughs and communities in New Jersey and Long Island. The dinner was con-
ducted under the auspices of the Yemeni American Merchants Association. and the large central hall was filled with men and women drawn
primarily from the Yemeni community. Besides Yemeni Americans. there were an abundance of political figures from Brooklyn and New York
in attendance: Congress Members Yvette Clarke. Nydia Velasquez. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Congressman Adriano Espillat; First Lady
Cherlane McCray representing Mayor Bill de Blasio; Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and Brooklyn District Attorney Eric Gonzalez;
City Council Members Jumaane Willams and Brad Lander; and many more.
second anniversary of the date when the Federal government announced a travel ban affecting visitors from seven majority-Muslim countries.

They all came to Bay Ridge to memorialize and condemn the

ban. Of this decision Omar
Jadwat. director of the
ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights
Project. saidc “This ruling will
go down in history as one of
the Supreme Court’s greatest
failures” (Internet: Timeline
of the Muslim Ban. ACLU
Washington Website.)

One week after the Muslim
travel ban was originally
announced. over 1000 Yeme-
ni-American bodega owners
closed their stores. walked

off the job. and rallied at
Brooklyn Borough Hall and at
JFK airport in protest. This
action received national atten-
tion and reflected the growth
of the Yemeni-American

community and their new political
concerns. Building on the success
of the strike. the lead organizers
discussed forming an organization
that could harness the community’s
energy. They estimated that between
4000 and 6000 bodegas and grocery
stores across the city are owned by
Yemeni immigrants. and that more
than 20.000 Yemenis live in the five
boroughs. They founded the Yemeni
American Merchants Association and
began mobilizing the community.
“After the travel ban. we needed

an organization to empower our
community and to provide the op-
portunity to realize their potential.”
said Dr. Debbie Almontaser. one
of the organization’s founders. “As

I scrambled to find funding to meet
the educational demands put on the
Yemeni American Merchants Associ-
ation. I found CWE willing and able
to work with me and with YAMA.
The support of CWE for the Yemeni
American community has been
heaven sent! CWE is well worth the
state support to change the lives of
individuals one person at a time””

ESOL Class Observation and Interviews at The
Majid Tagwa Islamic Center. the Bronx

YAMA Educate

ESOL Class Observation and
Interviews at The Majid Taqwa
Islamic Center. the Bronx

In spite of the fact that YAMA

is headquartered in Bay Ridge.
Brooklyn. their first set of
CWE-funded ESOL classes is
taking place at the Majid Taqwa
Islamic Center in the Parkchester
section of the Bronx. This is

an indication of the increasing
diversity of the city and of the
settlement of Muslim immigrants
in each of the boroughs. Over the
past decades the flow of Yemenis
into the area had been encouraged
by several factors: the economic
opportunities available to a strongly
entrepreneurial community in New
York City; the desire to reunite
families that have been separated
as a result of earlier immigration;
and a desire to escape the brutal
conflict that has engulfed Yemen
over the past years.

When I visited the Islamic

Center. three classes were going
on simultaneously. In one long
basement classroom two lower-level
English classes were taking place at
different ends of the space: a true
Beginners class with five students;
and an Introductory class of twen-
ty. All of the students are women;
and when I enter the premises I am
welcomed warmly. while a number
of students modestly cover their
faces. The classroom is deco-
rated with floor carpets and wall
hangings. and the atmosphere is
friendly and relaxed.

The Beginners class is concentrat-
ing on learning how to pronounce
English vowels; “aeiou” is written
on the white board in front of
them. and they are struggling

with the maddening variety of
sounds that the letter “0” can
make in words like “hot” or “bone”
The teacher leads them through
pronunciation exercises in a soft
repetition that does not disturb the
larger group a few feet away.

The Introductory Level class is
made up of women who speak
some English and are working on
perfecting phrases that will help
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FREE classes

them

to navigate the situations they
face every day out in the larger
community - in today’s lesson.
they are preparing to visit a doctor’s
office. The teacher has distributed
a script « and the students take
turns reading from it and asking
questions. The instructor leads
with “I am going to make a doctor’s
appointment.” and the students
continue with “I would like to see
Doctor Smith”; “My child has a
fever”  The instructor then asks
the class if they have ever made
real doctor’s appointments for their
children. and the class responds
with “T took my child there with
arash;” “My child had a fever;”
and “ My son had itchy skin and
we went to see the doctor”  The
instructor draws an outline of
a person on the white board in
front of the class and each student
contributes the name of a body part
for the illustration: legs. arms. hair.
Each word and phrase is repeated
by the class until the pronunciation
is correct.
The space upstairs is likewise di-
vided. but in this case it is between
an Advanced level ESOL class and
asmall daycare space for some of
the children of the participants.
Volunteers take care of the children
while twenty-three women discuss
an eminent woman as part of
Women’s History Month. The class
takes turns reading an essay about
Sally Ride. the American astronaut.
and afterwards the instructor asks
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them

what they had learned from

the reading: “Her name is Sally
Ride and she is 32 years old;” “She
was the first American woman in
space;” and “She spent 147 hours
in outer space.” are some of the re-
sponses. delivered in clear English.
The instructor comments that Sally
Ride made a point of speaking to
school-age girls. and asked the class
why: “Because girls don’t go into
space”” and “Girls need to study
science and become scientists” are
among the answers. One student
raised her hand and spoke about
libraries as a source of information
on women and careers that they
can enter. Throughout. the class
is conducted in English-only. with
the occasional explanation of new
words in Yemeni.

The class is asked what questions
they would like to ask Sally Ride

if they had the opportunity: they
respond with “Are you proud that
you went into space?.” “ Why did
you go into space?.” and “Why
did you choose to become an as-
tronaut?” The class then finishes
with a written exercise concerning
“your favorite sport;” the instruc-
tor circulated through the class
discussing the sentences written

by each participant and suggesting
“key words” that will help them to
formulate a grammatical answer.
She then assigns homework for the
next class: to write three English
sentences about what each student
likes to do.
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Ali Alshuaibi is the founder of the Majid Taqwa Is-
lamic Center and does much of the administration
on a day-to-day basis. This is in addition to his regu-
lar work as proprietor of a gift and candy shop in the
Parkchester community. Mr Alshuaibi emigrated
to the United States thirty years ago. following his
father. who had come still earlier and worked in agri-
culture in California. His father eventually returned
to his village in Yemen; but Ali stayed and put down
roots in the Bronx. He started the Islamic Center to
provide after-school programs and homework help
to Yemeni children. since there was nowhere else

and also addresses the loss of Yemeni language skills
among young people as they acclimate to the En-
glish-dominant public school curriculum.
Women were the next group to be included: “They
were staying at home and they were alone and isolat-
ed most of the day. Now they come to class to learn
English. Next they want to get their hlgh school di- the cities have been destroyed and people are facing
plomas and take citizenship classes. This gets them

YAMA Students Speak About Their Classes

We met over home-made Ye-
meni food prepared for lunch
by the students.

Ima is a student in the Intro-
ductory ESOL class. She says
that she comes to class to learn
English and to educate herself.
She has been in the United
States for two years. but her
husband came many years ear-
lierc and was forced traveled
back and forth between Yemen
and America frequently over

the years. She finally decided
to emigrate in order to elimi-
nate this traveling and to bring
the family together. When she
first arrived she simply stayed
home and took care of the
household; but then she de-
cided to start taking classes in
order to become independent
and to help her children with
their schoolwork.

Rebah. one of her classmates.
likewise wants to assist her

children with their homework.
so she enrolled in the ESOL
class. Her children mostly

speak English now. so she
enrolled them in the Arabic
language classes at the Islam-
ic Center on the weekends.
She and her family came to
this country eight years ago
when the conflicts began in
Yemen; she wanted to try to
provide safety for her children.
But America offered its own
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that addressed the needs of this community. These  out of the house. and they are able to learn and
classes then expanded to include a bilingual Yeme-

ni-English weekend school that serves to improve  of. mouth. but now the classes are bursting at the
the English language skills of school-aged children.

socialize together. Women were recruited by word-

seams and we need more space”

Ali is concerned about the Muslim Ban and its ef-
fect on the community. “The Ban has been very
hard on Yemenis. Frequently families are split. the
husband and some children here. the wife unable
to join them. The villages in Yemen are alright. but

starvation. There is not even enough food to steal!”

problems: learning the lan-  like the others. her husband
guage was the most difficult  came first and then she joined
challenge; affordable housing  him. She learned her basic
was another. It was hard to  English in classes at the local
find. especially for Muslims  public library. but was in-

The Teachers Discuss the ESOL Classes

As a group. the three teach-
ers spoke about the challeng-
es they face. First. there is
a growing need for funding;
books are increasingly ex-
pensive and there are never
enough. There are waiting
lists of students who are
signed up for ESOL classes.
and for GED and Citizenship
Childcare
is a major obstacle to par-
ticipation. and led to the
establishment of the cooper-
ative childcare arrangement
during class hours.

Then there is the challenge
of building confidence in
the women of the communi-
ty that they have the ability
to take and succeed in the
classes that are being offered.

classes as well.

Increasingly ~women  are

being attracted by word of
mouth and the numbers are
growing. And the social life
offered by the Islamic Center
draws in participants who
often feel isolated in their
homes.

Finally there are challenges
involving with being Yeme-
ni and Muslim. One of the
teachers saysc “We lose a
lot of students because they
have to rejoin their families
in Yemen. and there are
no guarantees that they can
travel back and forth. Some-
times they have to travel to
Jordan [to obtain visas] and
they are sequestered there;
their schedules are broken
as a result of the war” As
for tensions related to being
Muslime one instructor says

that ”If you are a Muslim in  fights. and to seek protec-  experience is that if someone
America. you can always be  tion in Yemeni shops if they  is rude to you on a subway
the bad guy” Students ad-  are threatened. On the other  station or bus. ten people
vise their children to keep a  hand. there are some pos-  on the bus will stand up for

low profile and not get into  itive developments: “My  you.

X\ The YAMA Scholarship 2020
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(uSu0Dl Juioyl JhUl do0a

levate ca iy ab12i el

The Yemeni American Merchant Association is excited to announce its first scholarship program to four eligible recipients who will
receive a monetary award of $1,000 and an opportunity to serve the Yemeni American community through YAMA for the year.

Winners will be announced at YAMA's 2nd annual 2020 gala which will take place Feb. 1, 2020. All ap-
plicants should include their full name and reliable contact information with their submissions as well as
the school they are currently attending or planning to enroll as a student.

who were often refused when
they applied for apartments in
good neighborhoods. And she
missed her family back home.
She finds the classes very help-
ful; reflecting today’s lesson
she says that when she make
appointments for her children
at the doctor. she can read the
instructions and follow the
doctor’s advice.  Finally. she
says that the people that she
meets in the neighborhood -
non-Muslims included - are
very helpful in spite of any
cultural or language barriers:
“No matter where I go. people
have mercy in their hearts”
[To which another classmate
replies: “Not all of them. only
some!”]

An Advanced level student
tells the group that she has
been here for twenty years;

terrupted when she became
a mother. Now that her chil-
dren are grown she has time
for classes and hopes to go on
to get her GED.  She looks
forward to one day being a
teacherc and she volunteers
now helping newcomers learn
to navigate the confusing sys-
tems that they face.

Yet another student says that
when she first arrived  two-
and-a-half years ago it was
very hard; she did a lot of
crying at home. But now that
she has a group of friends in
class and in the neighborhood
she is always looking for more
education. She adds that a lot
of women are waiting until
their children are old enough
to go to school so that they can
enroll in the Islamic Center
classes.

Eligibility to Apply:

= Must be Yemeni American

= Must be an NYC resident

= Must be a daughter or son of a Yemeni Merchant

= Must be registered in a CUNY undergraduate school or
will be by Sept. 2020

=« Minimum 2.5 GPA

= Must have community service experience

= Must commit to 40 hours of service at YAMA within the
year of the scholarship

Submit one reference letter from a teacher or professor
Reference letter must be emailed by your reference to
yamascholarship2020@gmail.com

Non-eligibility:

Family members of YAMA board and staff

Graduate/doctoral students

Private university students

Application Deadline: All applications must be submitted by Jan. 20,
2020 (11:59 pm) Applications emailed separately will not be accepted.
To apply for this scholarship, you will need to complete the form at
this link and upload the required documents.

https://forms.gle/vVuAgxvViDWqoMxKA

Filling out the form includes uploading your essay on the topic below.
The essay should be between 700 and no more than 1000 words.
Speak of an experience that has inspired your passion and how are
you pursuing it today? What impact will pursue your passion have
on your local community or the world? How do you plan to achieve
your passion through your educational goals?

Please note, applications emailed will NOT be accepted. Applications must be completed on the form link included above.

Any questions or concerns should be sent to yamascholarship2020@gmail.com
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