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A WCS CAMPAIGN BASED OUT
OF THE NEW YORK AQUARIUM

WCS campaign to eliminale single use
plaslic strawsinNYC

I wanted to let you know about a WCS campaign to eliminate single use plastic straws in NYC.

I would love to talk further with you or any contacts you have that you think would be interest-

ed in learning more and potentially partnering on this.
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B The campaign Organizers

s

Neew York may Join other cithes in banning plastic drinking straws

T provide a bit of
O context, the Wildlife

Conservation Society (WCS) is
a global leader in conservation
of wildlife and wild plac-

es. WCS operates five wildlife
parks in New York City (Bronx
Zoo, Central Park Zoo, New
York Aquarium, Prospect Park
Z00, and the Queens Zo0o)
educating 4 million visitors
annually and has boots-on-the-
ground conservation programs
in nearly 60 countries and in
all the world’s oceans. As you
already know, plastics are a
dire threat to our oceans, ma-
rine life and the entire planet.
Straws, in particular, cannot
be recycled and live forever in
our seas, breaking down into
smaller microplastics that are
ingested by turtles, seabirds,
and other aquatic animals.

The global movement to ban
single use plastic straws is
gaining momentum and there
is a growing focus on New
York City.

WCS launched the Give A Sip
campaign to engage the public

and build support for ending
the use of single use plastics
straws in New York. The cam-
paign goal is to support new
legislation that will eventually
eliminate single use plastic
straws. The legislation prevents
food service establishments in
New York City from offering
consumers single-use beverage
straws or stirrers made of plas-
tic or other non-biodegradable
material. It would still allow
food service establishments

to offer biodegradable and
reusable straws to consumers.
It also includes exemptions
that allow food service estab-
lishments to continue to offer

appropriate straws for people

with disabilities or medical
conditions. The campaign was
designed to raise awareness
and build on the global move-
ment to rid plastic straws from
our environment.

Joining the campaign is the
Yemeni American Merchants
Association (YAMA), which
seeks to support the growth
and development of Yeme-
ni-American merchants and
their families through educa-
tion, capacity building services,
information, networking, and
advocacy. YAMA has more
than 4000 bodegas in NYC
who are on the front lines of
communication with the public
in every borough. Said Zaid

Nagi, Vice-President of YAMA,
“The Yemeni American Mer-
chants Association (YAMA)

is proud to take the pledge

and help make a difference on
the fight for environmental
efforts for humans and animals
globally. Education for our
merchants, the Bodega owners
who are the backbone of New
York City, on this Give a Sip
initiative and doing what is
right is not just a tool for de-
velopment but essential for our
future as a community--

So Together, we'll make NYC
single-use plastic straw free!”
In addition to the YAMA, the
campaign has 170+ partners on

board including Pace Universi-

News York Taday: The
Scourge of Plostic Straws

e vt [Parks Winard

ty, Montefiore Medical Centers,
hospitality groups like Crafted
Hospitality, hotels, businesses,
NGOs as well as more than
125,000 New Yorkers who have
taken our pledge.

Below are just a few sample
media hits since we launched.

New York Times
https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/05/23/nyregion/
new-york-today-plastic-straw-
ban.html

amNY
https://www.amny.com/
news/plastic-straw-ban-
nyc-1.18682149

New York Daily News
http://www.nydailynews.com/
news/politics/new-york-join-
cities-banning-plastic-drink-
ing-straws-article-1.4004332
New York Daily News Oped
http://www.nydailynews.
com/opinion/goodbye-plas-
tic-straws-article-1.4004096
Gothamist

http://gothamist.
com/2018/05/23/plastic_straw_
ban_nyc.php
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Yemeni American Merchants Association and the Wildlife Conservation Society are partnering to Save Our
Planet! In many cases, straws are a reflex, not a necessity. A server puts a straw in your drink or in with your
takeout, and chances are, you might use it.

Although straws are small and lightweight, generally they can't be recycled because of their size. Instead, they
pile up to tons of unnecessary plastic pollution and many straws end up in the ocean. Once straws are in the
ocean, they don't biodegrade, they continue to break up into smaller and smaller pieces, that linger in the water
for potentially hundreds of years, or are ingested unknowingly by ocean wildlife and humans who eat fish.

Why New York City?

o  Why not? When New York City leads, the world follows.

® In 2017, more than half a million tons of plastic entered NYC'’s refuse or recycling streams (accounting
for 15% of all residential waste.)

® A 2016 study of the waterways of New York City and northern New Jersey found that an estimated 165
million plastic particles pollute the estuaries that run from the Tappan Zee Bridge to Sandy Hook Bay.

o  Eliminating single-use plastic straws is gaining national momentum. Recently Seattle became the first
major city to ban single-use plastic straws. ™

How YAMA is Helping NOW SERVING
YAMA is bringing the solution to the forefront of NYC
neighborhoods by adopting an upon-request policy for

TS 1 & PELTE STRAS F0iY JONT

straws. Once the NYC Council bill passes, we will join
all businesses throughout the city in going plastic straw
free.

What Your Bodega Can Do To Help

o Only offer a straw, without inquiry, if a
customer specifically requests one.

®  Educate the customer about why you are
making this change and supporting the NYC
bill to eliminate single use plastic straws

o  Display WCS-endorsed signage explaining the
company's commitment

'smm ﬁasﬁcﬂmn?ldum
N Support the NYC bl to get d of them.

Give A Sip

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), has launched the Give A Sip campaign based out of the New York Aquarium, to
mobilize New Yorkers and businesses alike to take action and stop utilizing single-use plastic straws.

Plastic has the potential to remain in the environment for hundreds of years, and, in particular, plastic straws are
consistently among the most commonly found plastic items during beach cleanups. In New York City:

. In 2017, more than half a million tons of plastic entered NYC’s refuse or recycling streams.
(accounting for 15% of all residential waste.)

® A 2016 study of the waterways of New York City and northern New Jersey found that an estimated 165 million
plastic particles pollute the estuaries that run from the Tappan Zee Bridge to Sandy Hook Bay.

In response to this growing crisis, WCS has enthusiastically taken on the pledge to stop using single-use plastic straws at all
our facilities which includes the Bronx Zoo, New York Aquarium, Queens Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo, and Central Park Zoo.
Additionally, through Give a Sip, over 125,000 people have taken the pledge to stop using single-use plastic straws and
more than 160 partners, including leaders in the food and beverage industry along with community leaders,
environmental NGO'’s, restaurants, bars, and bodegas throughout the City have joined in our efforts to take on this issue.
Visit giveasip.nyc to learn more.

New York City Council Bill - Int. 936
Will You Support?

New York City Council bill Intro. 936 would prevent food service establishments in New York City from offering consumers
single-use beverage straws or stirrers made of plastic or other non-biodegradable material.

What it does:
o Allows food service establishments to offer biodegradable and reusable straws to consumers.
° Includes exemptions that allow businesses to continue offering appropriate straws for people with disabilities or
medical conditions.
o  This law would take effect 180 days after its passage. It calls for a six-month phase-in period to allow for consumers
to be educated on the issue and food service establishments to prepare for the changes.

GiveASip.nyc  #GiveASip
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A WCS CAMPAIGN BASED OUT
OF THE NEW YORK AQUARIUM
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Straw pollution also
impacts us.
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We can help

you with:

1- Questions aboul healthcare
2- Applications for Medicaid, Child Health

Plus, essantial plan, low-cost private plans
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Need

help with

3- Health insurance for new immigrants

4- Changes, cancellation & renewals

Visit The Yemeni American Merchants

Association office in Bay Ridge

Every Friday,10:00 am to 4:00 pm
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Healthinsurance?

$29-270-2188 polby jgniall

718-213-0030  (Silp—all puc

Contaci Health Insurance Enroller st YAMA office

El Mansouwr Bettahar, 929-270-2188

Abger Alharazi 718-213-0030
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